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On Sunday, November 22, 2009 thousands will vigil at the
gates of Fort Benning, Georgia, to stand up for justice, to shut down
the School of the Americas and to end the oppressive

U.S. foreign policy that the school represents.

The campaign to close the SOA is in a crucial phase right now. Despite
promising comments from President Obama during his election campaign,
the SOA/ WHINSEC is still in operation and the Pentagon is moving forward
with plans for new U.S. military bases in Colombia. With a Democratic ad-
ministration in the White House, it appears that some Democrats in Con-
gress are becoming timid when it comes to opposing the Pentagon.

It is up to us to keep up the pressure and to hold them
accountable.
People power is going to win over Pentagon lobbing!

soa, labor & globalization

From its beginning, the mission
of the SOA has been to train

of multinational corporations
and maintain the economic
status quo for the few rich and
powerful in the US and their
cohorts in Latin America. Labor

primary targets of SOA vio-
lence.

P .S.
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The militaf'y coup by SOA | g0A Watch works to stand in
graduate.rs in Honduras has solidarity with the people of Latin
once again exposed the de- America, to close the SOA/WHISC
stabilizing and deadly effect.s and to change oppressive US for-
that the SChOO.l of the Amerl- eign policy that the SOA represents.
cas has on Latin Amerlca’. We are grateful to our sisters and
The actions of the SCh_OOI S | brothers throughout Latin America
graduates are uqmaskmg the | for their inspiration and the invita-
Pentaggn rhetonc'and reveal | ion (o accompany them in their
the antl-figmocra}tw'results of struggle for economic and social
U.S. policies. It is time for a justice.

change towards justice. Join in the organizing...

How you can help:

Educate yourself and others:
Research the topic for yourself — Google these terms —
e School of Americas
® san jose massacre
e whinsec
e soa manual

Go to www.soawpdx.org to find materials available locally and

on the web about the SOA.

Give a public talk, or invite another SOA Watch activist to speak in your community

or church about the SOA and the campaign to shut it down.

Organize and take action

¢ Come to the Portland SOA Watch Report-Back from Oregonians who
attended the Vigil in 2009.

¢ Nonviolent direct action has been an essential part in the campaign to
close the SOA. Consider engaging in direct action to make your voice
heard.

e Contact your Representative and Senator and hold them accountable.
Urge them to speak out against and cut funding for the School of the
Americas.

e  Check at www.SOAWPDX.org for local meetings and actions

A few of the many killed by graduates of the School of Americas:
"X IGNACIO ELLACURIA, rector of the University and an outspoken critic of the Army
IGNACIO MARTIN BARO, who studied the effects of war on the human psyche
SEGUNDO MONTES, a strong advocate for refugees and human rights

AMANO LOPEZ, a gifted counselor and pastoral worker

JOAQUIN LOPEZ Y LOPEZ, director of an education program in poor communities
JUAN RAMON MORENQO, a gifted preacher and retreat leader

ELBA RAMOS, the Jesuits’ housekeeper, remembered as sensitive and intuitive
CELINA RAMOS, Elba’s 14-year-old daughter who had worked as a catechist
DOMINGO CLAROS, 29, wood cutter

CRISTINO AMAYA CLAROS, 9, son of Domingo Claros

MARIA DOLORES AMAYA CLARQOS, 5, daughter of Domingo Claros

MARTA LILIAN CLAROS, 3, daughter of Domingo Claros

ISIDRA CLAROS, 60, aunt of Domingo Claros
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